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And then he said: " O king, I have undertaken a vow in honor of a
Qiva-linga; and I have lost the linga on the road, For three days now
I have fasted. So give me that Qiva-linga, that I may break my fast."
Hearing this the king gave that brahman his Kashmirian linga, and
went to his own city.
Having told this story the statue said to the king: " O king, if you
possess such magnanimity and other virtues, then mount upon this
throne." Hearing this the king was silent.
Here ends the fourteenth story
metrical recension of 14
When King Bhoja once again came up to ascend the beautiful throne, a statue said
to him as before: " Listen well, 0 king.
Once in olden tune King Vikramaditya reflected in his heart that, if one desired
to make himself holy, he ought to go to see the various penance-groves, places of pil-
grimage, and temples that are in the world. So going forth from his city, and travel-
ing thus about the earth, he came to a certain city, and stopt outside it for a short
time. The king beheld here a charming park, and a shrine dear to Parvati, and a
river golden with waterlilies. Having bathed in the water of this river, and paid
homage to Parvati, as he seated himself there, he beheld a noble ascetic. And
tt»s ascetic said to Vikramaditya; " Sir, tell me whence you have come, and what
your business is." The king made answer to him: " I am only a traveler, and the
business that I have undertaken is to journey to all the places of pilgrimage; and my
name is Vikramaditya." " I saw you long ago and knew you, when I arrived once at
the gates of Ujjayini. Now I should like to know what you have come here for, and
why you are alone, O king ? My mind is at a loss, so put an end to my uncertainty."
When the ascetic had said this, the king replied to him: " I wander about this earth
with the purpose of beholding such very remarkable noble men as you, sir." When
the ascetic heard this he replied to the king: " Why has your majesty deserted such a
kingdom as yours and come away here ? If a conspiracy should arise there, what can
you do, being in this place ? * Keep a firm hold on your farming, on knowledge, a
merchant, a wife, wealth, and the business of kingship, as you would on a cobra's •
head;* thus it is said in tie textbooks of conduct. Therefore beware! else your king-
dom will go to destruction, and the ruler himself with it. Go straight to UjjayinI, my
lord; do not wander about here." [31]
Thus urged by him, the king showed his independence of mind and answered:
" My lord, what your worship says is without doubt in accordance with good policy;
however, the character of men's minds differs, according as they believe that, of the
two means by which desires are obtained, fate and human exertion, the more important
determining factor upon earth is karma [here — fate], or human exertion. People may
be divided into three classes, with respect to their hopes for attainment of desires; fatal-
ists, believers in human effort, and those who rely on (a combination of) these two
factors. The arrogant believe in human effort alone, the truly wise in the power of
fate, wMle those who occupy a middle ground strive to obtain their ends by both

